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I' With great glee the men proceeded at ohhVitc nva that when he presented Fulton's
to the granary w- K- V :A Lu J s ifii fw.nl, Pnnaimrte said

..5o Hilnnif ;.fV.
TCansul wonld give Fulton

GIN CI

"O, I'll keep the secret!" interrupted the
deacon. trying to preserve a becoming gravity.
"Tb joke is SRfr. n.d I'd n'i'. w.

ino eiiier Smith tnrni d on his heel, and
vanished feeling very weak probably from the
enocts ot ue eicitement he bad undergone.
; Let us now look hi npoo the younger Smith,
who was actually in the srauarV, It is im
possible to describe his rage at finding him-
self thus entrapped. After shouting until he
was hoarse, and nearly deaf, he closed hi
teeth angrily, and sat down a bag of meal to
await me result.

Increase had not long been in this dark dun
geon, before h heard a noise ia the barn.
Supposing it was the old man, who having dis-
covered his error, was coming to liberate him.
his anger evaporated, and he could not help
lauirningai me luaicrous mistake.

But there was a mystery about the sounds
he heard, which caused the younger Smith to
doubt whother they were made by his father
after all. He listened. They turned the
key cautiously in the lock. Slowly, stealthily
the door opened, while Increase scarcely
breathed, Somebody entered noiselessly,
touching young Smith's shoulder as he passed,
and begun to explore the farther end of the
dungeon. Increase dropped on his hands and
knees, and taking advantage of the noise made
by the robber, crept out. Then to shut the
door and lock it was the work of a moment.
Somebody was locked up.

Listening a moment and hearing no sound,
Increase became fully convinced that he had
committed no error, but had caught a real
thief, and went immediately for assistance.

Shortly after, very much ashamed of his mis-
take, the elder Smith sneaked into the bar
and approached the granary. It il necessary
to state that the elder Smith had locked np
hit son with the key that belonged to the

which he had carried away with
him and, and that Increase locked np the thief
with a false key, which the latter bad brought
with him and carelessly left in the lock on
entering the granary, and which the younger
Smith carried away.

And now the elder Smith made hast to open
the door.

"Increasel" he called, putting his head
the door,

No sound replied.
"Are you asleep? Come, don't go to play,

ing any trick on me, it's all mistake, lor I
really took you for a rob " , -

Mr. Smith's speech wai stopped by a vio-
lent blow on the mouth. Mr. Smith in an
instant was tumbled down amidst wilder
ness of barrels, bags, rake, and shovels. Mr.
Smith was considerably stunned by the blow
and fall, and when Mr. Smith got nnoU hit
legs again, the door was closed and locked..if.:,l. :iur. ouiibu woe pnuucr. .

Meanwhile Increase was railing forces to
assist in taking the thief out of the granary
in safety. Having first told his story to Mr.o.;.u i. .. .uj;nI.i. .ni'.k.j k.
hastened to alarm Joe Ferris, a stout fellow
who lived in the woods near by, and who had
complained of losing quite as much property
as the Smiths. Mrs. F. put her head out of
tne window, and wanted to Know wnat in
crease wanted. The young man asked for Joe.
Alter some nesiiatwn, tne woman replied mat
her husband had the headache, and could not
get up. ;

"It s very important." said Increase "I've
caught the thief, and locked him np in the gra-
nary."

"O, have you?" said Mr. Ferrii, in a
trembling voice. "How fortunate! But aa
my husband has the headache, I think you had
better keep the man till morning."

Now if the younger Smith thought he was
regaling Mrs. Ferris with glad tidings, he was
greatly in error. The truth is, in closing the
window, sue was pale as deatu. ins reader
may guess the cause of her agitation; whan I
inform him that there was no Joe Ferris sick
with the headache in the honse.

Bat Mr. F. was a woman of energy and
decision. She caueht ud a hammer, threw a
shawl over her head, and left the house. She
was soon at Mr. Smith's barn with her hand
on the granary door. .

' Joseph!" she whispered.
' No reply.

"Joseph it i me are you here?'' she add-
ed. ' .

"Let me out," said a voire within.
Mr. Ferris screamed, turned paler than the

mooniignt, and dropped ner nammor. jar.
Smith wa scarcely less astonished, but re-

covering himself, he said rather coolly, con-
sidering the occasion

"Yon are out late Mrs. Ferris, al-

low me to see you home. .

She could not refuse his arm, when she saw
that he was conducting her to hi honse, in-

stead ot her own. she had not the power to say
a word or make the least resistance.

The good lady's feelings, on being brought
before Mrs. Smith, can be more easily imag-
ined than described. In her fear and confu-tio- n

she confessed some startling truths, and
with tears in her eves, and on her knees, beg
ged her kind, dear friend to be merciful and
not to expose her; Mrs. Smith recovered from
her amazement and exclaimed, "I never! ne-

ver I never I" and Mr Smith who wa not
the least excited of the three, indulged in some
equally sensinie remarks.

Meanwhile. Mr. Joe Ferrii. who was" the
man who had taken the younger Smith's place. . .i - a it -m me granary , ana given it up in (urn to sue
cider Smith, went home by a circuitous route,
wondering by what strange accident ne Hap-
pened to get canght, and congratulating hint-se- lf

on his escape. He had reached the door,
when hearing; his name called bv soma one in
the road, he turned and saw three men going
by, -

"Joe Ferrii, ii that you?" cried the voice of
the vounirer Smith. "Come on if von are
ready, l ve got Bill Hodges and Mr. Blake

vni 1 think we U be enough for one thief
but the mor the merrier, so come on. I knew
von would go in for the fun, in spite of your
neauacuo. ' :

Joe was quite a much in the dark' now. as
when be was locked np in the granary; hut
concluded it waa best to pnt a bold face on the
matter, and accompany Increase. Ha declared
himself ready and jumped over the fence. - At
first he was afraid of committing himself,
bat the conversation by the way showing him

m a ejthought exactly how the land lay, be
laughed heartily at th queer manner in which
the thief wa eanght, and boldly volunteered
to be the first to eater the granary where he
wa eonnnea; u (n same tine cuucuiog joy.
enslv at the vouneer Smith' dismay, at find.
jng, instead of a. thief, hi own father under
sock ana y!

VOLUME 1.

. Ui1 Uh1,
: PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAT, '

BY CALEB CLARK, ;

Bern FrankUn Printing Homte.
'

TERMS:
Piiurt mibsarlDtions. . .' ..tl 50
CUbsof ton slid upward,. .... l to
AU subscriptions mint be ascnmnuilad with tha

aa, and addressed, postage pid, to
' CALEB CLARK,

BH Fumui Paihtikq Hoon,
Cttcintfi, O.

From the Boston Museum.

THE SMITHS 07 8MITHYILLE;

ARD THEIR ADVENTURE WITH A ROBBER.

The Smithi of Smithvillo, had for a long
time beeo very much annoyed by the depre-
dation of tome unknown individual, whose
confused ideas concerning the right of proper-
ty led to the frequent abstraction of divert
goods and chattels from the premises of laid
Smiths, in a furtive and mysterious manner.
Bags of wheat aad oats vanished from the
granary, pork from the cellar, and corn from
the crib; in one night a sheep that had been
slaughtered had coolly trotted way,and on an
other occasion several gallons of maple

evaporated in the night time. Milking
stools went off on three legs, and one mom-in- g

Mr. Smith's axe was found to have "cut
stick." Log chains became rattle snakes and
crept off, iron Wedges made splits in the
Smiths' property, boots walked off, and an
tjaci rode off with the law-kon-

Vain were the effort of the elder and young'
er Smiths to discover the mystery of then
disappearances, and to entrap the offender.
Despairing of bringing him to justice, the
Smiths found that they conld do nothing more
than take measures to ensure the safety of
their property. Accordingly they built a new
granary, with strong walls, narrow grated
windows, and a heavy oak door, te which wag
attached a formidable padlock. The prison-lik- e

portion of the barn was built sufficiently
large to allow the Smiths to lock up a great
deal f portable property, such as was most
likely to tempt the cupidity of thieves, ' '

After the granary was finished, a month
passed, daring which time the depredations of
robber or robbers were eonfined to the orch-
ards, or s; .when late one Sunday
evening, the elder Smith, as he was sitting
tipped against the kitchen wall, smoking his
pipe, preparatory to retiring, bethought him
that he had neglected to lock the granary door
before leaving the barn. This was by no
means a lingular circumstance, considering
that the granary was usually locked by a
younger Smith, who had that night "gone a
courting."
' It was a moonlight evening, and Mr. Smith

approaching the barn was considerably start-la- d

at seeing the door a jar. Certain of hav-

ing shot the door an hour previous, Mr. Smith
thought of robbers. His suspicions were con-

firmed when, on a nearer approach he plainly
heard a noise in the bam. Too cautious to
endanger his life by boldly attacking the rob-

ber, Mr. Smith, with considerable trepidation,
resolved to watch his movements ana discov-
er who he was.

Looking through a crack in the east side of
the barn, be saw a dim, ghostlike figure glide
across the floor towards the granary. A hap-

py thought entered Mr. Smith's brain. Steal-

ing into the barn, he crept along beside the
mow, when clap! he shut the door, turned the
key, and waa off as if for life.

It was impossible to say what made Mr.
Smith tremble so. It might have been the
smothered cry of alarm which issued from the
granary walls, and rang fully upon his ears; a
cry well calculated to awaken superstitious
fear. But Mr. Smith never owned that he
was frightened, although on reaching the
kitchen he was white as a ghostor as ghost
are supposed to be.

"What' the matter?" cried Mn. Smith.'
"I've caught the robberl" ejaculated Mr.

Smith, in a breath.
. "Where where ii he?"

"He' locked up in the granary give me my
boots."

"Why what sre you going to do?"
.' "Get help! He's a desperate fellow, and it

will be dangerous to meddle with him alone!"
At l impossible to aescrine tne excitement oi

Mr. and Mrs. Smith on that memorable occa-
sion. The latter took it upon herself to load
the old musket, whil her hnsband went for
the neighbors. i

' Mr. Smith exchanged 'his slippers for his
boot, and ran first to Deacon Naffle's house,
wbera he expected to find a younger Smith,
who waa courting Naffles' daughter. He was
surprised to lee the house dark, a if the
Naffles had retired and blown out tha candle.
He knocked, however, furious a the occasion
required. After some delay. Deacon Naffles
came down in his night elothes (tared at
Smith in astonishment, and demanded his
business at that time of night.

"Caught the thief locked np in the gra-
nary Where's Increase?"

"Ha! caught the thief 1" said Deaeon Naffles,
who having lost some property as well as hi
neighbor, was interested in the intelligence..
"Good. Keep hint till morning." .

"Twon't do," replied Smith in an excited
manner, "he's a desperate fellow break out

I mnst rouse the neighbors where's my
son Increase?" -

"0, Sally ii lick so Increase court-

ed her only about half an hour, and went
home."

"Went home!" " '

"Ye," said the Deacon, "half n hour
ago."

The elder Smith clapped his hand to his fore-

head as if he had been strock with an idea or
some weighty substance.

'GracioiisV' he exclaimed.
"Whatf" exclaimed the deacon. .

' "I believe," stammered the aldei Smith
"I I I hav locked up "

: x

"Who?" , ,j .s -- ,,.',- r

"Increatt" t.s
"I'll bet youbave," cried the deacon. I

heard him say he had got to carry the buggy
enshion into the feranary before he went to
bed." '

- "Look here," whispered the elder Smith,
"I beg you never to mention this if ft should
get out--"

compensation for these demands. The
Claims bronekt in a bill to tain into

tli4 U Secretary' ispujt. n A
v e nave aireauy exceeded tne space allow-

ed for these "brief sketches." We can there-
fore only say, that it was nearly ten years, be-
fore the bill finally became a law, although it
repeatedly passed both Houses of Congress.
The most violent opposition it met with, was
from the delegation in Congress from the state
of New York, with a few honorablexceptinns.

On the final passage of the bill in 1846,
the journals of the Senate will show that
both the Senator from New York voted against
it; though it passed the Senate by a majority
of 18 votes.

Thejournali of the House of Representa-
tives for 1846, will also show that when the
bill finally passed that body, that out of 34
memoers irom tne state oi Aew lork, only
8 of that number voted for the bill. When
thil bill for the relief of the heir of Fulton
wo under discussion in the House of Rep-
resentatives, the American Aristides, the
venerable sage ot yiuncy, (whose death the
nation Has since mourned.) rose m his sejit.
and stated to the House that he had thorough-
ly examined the bill and the nroof in annnort
of it, and the claim was founded bot, in law
and justice, and that it was a disirrac" to the
nation that it had not long before been paid.

The conduct of the New York delegation in
iuuKress. at une time eiotr Izmir r uiion s cnar- -
acteraud extolling hi public services.and af-

terwards refusing bread to his children, re
minds nsof an epigram written years past by
a French physician, entitled the ''Doctor with
three faces," which is thus translated:
Three faces wesrs the Doctor when first songht
An Angel's aad a God's, the cure half wrought;
But when the cure complete he seeks his fee.
The Devil, then, looks loss horrible than he."

Pioneer Incident. In the early settle
ment of the country bordering on the Ohio
river, it was often necessary for the security
of the "stations,' ' that scouts or raiigers should
be sent out to ascertain whether tne Indians
then exceedingly hostile were lnrking about
in the different neighborhoods. Prudence and
bravery, with a perfect knowledge of Indian
habits were essential requisites in the selection
oi tne rangers, in these dangerous entepria.
es none oftener shared than the late Gov. Mc
Arthur, of Chillicotho and Samuel S. Davis,
now living in tha vicinity of Columbus. In
one of their exenrsions, on the south side of
the Ohio river, near the present town of Ports- -
mourn, navinir. as tnev suouoeeti. ascertainea
there were no Indians in that region, they con-
cluded on their return to the station, to hunt
for deer; for this purpose they went in search
ot a "lick, ' and alter imuing it. lay, witnin
twenty or thirty vards of it. Thsv had not
been there long, when four Indians came to
the lick, each with a rifle on hi shoulder.
The situation of the raneers was one which
required equal prompitnde of decision aud ac
tion; McArtliur took deliberate aim at one of
the Indians and fired. Two of the others in
stantly leveled their rifle at him, fired and
missed. Davis, in the meantime, was engag
ed in a hand to contest with the remaininiog
one. une oi AlcArthur s toes, witn that ra
pidity of thought for which the Indian is said

be celebrated, instantly cauaht the rifleto. . i i . , , . i i . .
np
i i . . .

ox tne aeaa inuian, tooK a more sieaar aim,
ired. and struck the powder horn nnder tha

arm of iMcArthur, blowing the powder horn to
pieces. In this dilemma nothing remained
but fliitht: and calling; to Davis, who by thia
time had disengaged himself from his enemy,
they commenced a rapid retreat; Davis with
his loaded rifle preventing the too near ap-

proach of the Indians who vainly attempted
to draw his lire. They both finally escaped
without further injury. CisV Adcertimr.

AHuaoiaa Sceapk. " Acorn" the Boston
correspondent of the New York Spirit of the
Alines, tens tne I(mowing story;

" A few days since some of the ' bloods,'
residing at Nahant, had rare sport. A num-
ber of the friend of the Maine liquor law,
with a posse of constables, proceeded to Drew's
Hotel, lor tne purpose oi seizing aquauuiy ui
the 'enemy that steal tway mcn.i brains,'
and that wag oi a icuow, sum. Aionng,
whilom of the Tremont, getting wind of the
intended nroceedinff.-- - o. aud havinz the

.
fear. of.

tne law oeiore nil eyes, resoivea nut tu urea,
the peace of the Commonwealth himself, nor
allow tne inmates oi tne noiei to uo bo u; but
avert act, yet he was still desirous of giving
the party an affeetiouate reception! Conse
quently, ne summonca an tne scruo women
.bout tne nonse. isomo iiiteen luaiv irua

women,)and agreed to give them three dollars
each if ther would allow themselves to be
covered from head to foot with soft soap and
grease: and immediately upon the informers
and pimps entering the house, each one was
to seize her man, and commence embracing
him in the most affectionate manner, to
which they all at once agreed. Sam. imme-

diately gave each woman a thick coating of
bacon grease, ana over tu ourvm un.&
eoat of mustard and molasses; ana tnu array-e- d

and bedaubed, they awaited the arrival of

their expected visitors, wumn, upon ouMjuug
the rotunda of the hotel, were each instantly
seized by a stout, well greased Irish woman,
with a hug that nearer resembled that oi a
full grown she-be- than any thing ele that I... Th nartv soon beean to cry
pecavi, and beg for their lives, which were

spareutaem, out ui --

bedaubed with a heterogeneous mixtare, not
the most agreeable in smell or appearance,
and as they sneaked out of tha back door,
Inntro,) lib individuals resolved never again
to attempt seising liquor until they had be-

come satisfied there were no greased women
about." .

i f
Dow. Jb.'s Faith. I believe that kicking

eeainst custom ana spiuinn m tne iocs ui
fashion are futile and foolish endeavor.- -
Both may need correction bat they must and
wUl have their own way. '

I believe that if the Devil be the father of
liar, he has a plaguy large family to look af-

ter, and that it i rapidly increasing.,
I believe-girl- s are like, kittens gently

imnoth them the right war. they yah and
purr most affectionately : but give them the
contrary omsn, ana ureir mcm m up m tun
most disdainful manner. They like to be kiss-

ed, but sham a delicacy abont the operation.

A Eearf Bonut. It ii itated that , IV
Million of dollar have been offered by on
of the wealthiest eitiieni to the New York
Common Council, for the right to construct
railway through Broadway.

How to be Miserable:. Sit at the window
and look over the way at yonr neighbor

inauwon which he has recently built
and paid for, and sighout, "Oh! that f were a
rich asant"

Get angry with yonr neighbor and think yon
have not a friend in the world. Shed a tear
ortwo: take a walk in'the burial ground

saying to yourself, "when shall 1 be
buried here?'r

Sign a note with a friend and never forget
yourkindness. and every hour in the day whis-
per to yourself, "1 wonder if he will pay that
notel" Think everybody means to cheat you.
Closely scrutinize every bill you take and
doubt its being genuine till yon have put the
owner to a great deal of trouble. Believe
every dime passed to yon is but a sixpence
crossed, and eipress your doubts about getting
rid of it if yon do take it.

Never accommodate if yon can help it.
Never visit the sick and afflicted, aad never

give a farthing to the poor.
Grind th faces of the poor and the unfor-

tunate.
Brood over yonr misfortunes, your lack of

talent, and believe that at no distant day you
will come to want. Let the poor-hou- ever
be in your mind, with ail the horror of pov- -
erty and distress.

Then yon will be miserable if we may so
peak to your heart's content sick at heart

ana at variance witn ail tne world.

Statistic or Musculak Power. Man
ho the power of imitating every motion but
that of flight. To effect these, he has, in ma-
turity and health, sixty bones in the head, '

sixty in his thighs and legs, sixty-tw- o in his
arms and hands, and sixty-seve- n in his trunk.
He has also four hundred and thirty-fou- r mus-
cles. His heart makes sixty-fo- pulsations
in a minute, and therefore three thousand
eight hundred and forty in an hour, ninety-tw- o

thousand one hundred and sixty in a day.
There are also three complete circulations of
his blood in the short space of an honr. In
respect to the comparative speed of Animated
beings and of impelled bodiCB, it may be re-
marked that size and construction seem to
have little influence, nor has comparative
strength, though one body giving any quan-
tity oi motion to another, is said to lose so
much of its own. The sloth ia by no means a
small animal, and yet it can travel only fifty
paces in a day; a worm crawls only five inch-
es in fifty seconds; bat a lady bird can fly
twenty null ion time its ewn length in an
honr. An elk can run a mile and a half ia
seven minutes; an antelope a mile in a min-
ute; the wild mule of Tartary has a speed even
greater than that; an eagle can fly eighteen
leagues in an hour, and a Cauary falcon can
even reach two hundred and fifty leagues in
the short space of sixteen Honrs. A violent
wind travels sixty miles in an hour: sound,
eleven hundred aud forty --two English feet ia
a second. Bucke.

Conscientious. Dr. Johnson, when inln-dige-
nt

circumstances, as wa not nnfrequent-l- y

the case, was offered a Uectory if he would
enter into orders. But this great man, sen-

sible,' a is supposed of the asperities of hi
temper, declined it, saying, "I have not the
requisites for the office, and I cannot in my
conscience tkear the flock which I am unable
to feed." Well would it have been for the
Church of Christ; had all Who have entered
her ministry been equally conscientious.

But 'tis almost useless at this time of day
to talk about, tonscientiontneis in the leader
of the Chnrch. "Plase ver Riy'rence,' said
Paddy to the parson one day en hi tithi col.
lecting tour, with a posse of constable to
assist him, "plase Ver Riv'rence, Judy' jiat
been put to bed of her tenth child, had'nt ye
better take (that, too?" With a holy look of
clerical contempt, the parson ordered the rob.
bery wagon to drive on. He had just taken
the poor man' tenth pig tenth babies not
being canonical. Poor Paddy I no wonder
thou rebellest. But, we forgot 'tis the
"Church of Christ 1" And the Church can
do no wrong.

Influence or a Newspaper. A school
teacher who ha been engaged a long time in
his profession, and witnessed the influence of

a newspaper upon the mind of a family ot
children, write to the editor oi th Ogdens.
bnrg Sentinel as follows:

"I have found it to be a universal fact with-

out exception, that those scholars of both sex-

es and of all ages, who have had access to
newspapers at home, when compared with
those who have not, are

1. Better readers, excelling in pronunciation
and emphasis, and consequently read more un
derstandingly. '

2. They are better spellers and define word
with greater ease and accuracy.

3. They obtain a practical knowledge of ge-
ography-, in almost half the time it require
others, a the newspaper ha made them fa
miliar with the location of the important pla-

ce, nation, their Government and doing on
the globe. .'..'.'4. They are better grammarian, for having
become to familiar-wit- every style, in the
newspaper, from the common-plac- e advertise,
ment to the finished and classic oration of the
statesman, they more readily comprehend th
meaning of the text, and consequently anal
yze its construction with accuracy. . i . i

5. They write better compositions, using
better language, containing more thought,
more clearly and connectedly expressed.

6. Those young men who have for ytart
been reader of the newspapers, are always
taking the lead in the debating society, exhib
iting a more extensive knowledge upon a great-
er variety, of subjects, and expressing their

view with greater f lnency, clearness and cor-
rectness ia their use ol language. - -

11 ,'i ' ," '.". V; '

Some English people were visiting an elegant
private garden at Palermo, Sicily' and among;
tha little ornamental bnildingt they cam to
one anon which wa written "non aperite."
that Si , "don't open." Thil prohibition on-

ly served to eieite enrioeity, and, they very
uncivilly proceeded to disobey the hospitable
owner's injunction .-- On opening the door, t
forcible jet of water was squirted fnil in their
face a very jut, though not very severs
retribution. i i. ;.-- v. :

'
V Adowsi, fta laughter of Enoeh, Wa let
married until she sraa five hundred and eirht
Jears oldl DoUjt despair, old gals, tout,
hope yet.

,a r..... - vnv-;
tur a lantern, and to see if his fatherr had re:

,

turned; upon wnich Joe Jerri laughed all to
himself, and advised the younger Smith to be
lore aid bring the old man, if he wa any
wnere w do lonnu. "

"Hallo!" cried Bill Hodgei, "the granary
Annr i. nnen Ihi.f k.. kL. ilv. .- " u tuiu UlUftS WHM

Increase came back filled with consterna-tio- n

Joe Ferrii wa no less surprised. The
strange event of the night were involved in a
deeper tnystory than ever, when the elder
Smith having heard the approach of Increase
and his companion made his appearance with

"Hallo, neighbor!" cried Joe Ferris, "what
is an tnu nuuouo about! increase ha been
telling us about thieves."

"I declare, father," said the younger Smith,
"after ytu shut me up for the thief, I shut up
a real thief, and left him in siy place."

"I knew it; yonr mother told me," replied
the elder Smith; "aad when I cam to let yon
out

"0, see it all!", groaned Increase, "he got
away!"

"Yes and ihnt me np."
"And how did yon get out?"
"Why, the thief 's wife had the kindness to

cometnd break the lock."
So saying, the elder Smith held tho lantern

up to the face of Ferris, who turned ghastly
white, aud trembled as if ho had been in, an
ague fit.

The whole affair was now explained to the
astonishment of everybody in general, and Joe
in particular, who was too much astonished to
make any resistance, while Increase and hit
companions were tying his hands behind bim.

Ferris and hia wife were accommodated
with lodging in Mr. Smith'! honse that
night ; and on the following day a search hav-
ing been instituted, and all sorts of goods
found on Joe's premises, they were both com-
mitted to jail to await their trial.

What their sentence was, when convicted of
the crime charged against them, I have quite
forgotten, but it i certain that the good peo-
ple of Smithville were troubled no more with
the mysterious disappearance of their goods
and chattels, and that the Smiths remembered
with peculiar satisfaction, the manifold mis-
takes committed on the night of their adven-
tures with the robbers, ,

, i (

! ' ' '' !BRIM SKETCHES' tt
WHO BUILT Til FIRST STCiMBOiT Or PRACTICAL

VALUI.'

' Fulton was born In Little Britain, Lancas-
ter County, Pennsylvania, in the year 1765.
His father emigrated from Ireland when
young, and settled in Pennsylvania, where
he married.

The subject of this sketch, wal lent to
school at Lancaster, where ha received th
rudiments of an English education. In his
childhood, all his leisure hours were passed
iu mechanics' shops or in painting.

At 17 year of age, he went to Philadelphia,
where he was occupied iu painting portrait
and landscapes, until he was of age. With
the means thus acquired, he purchased a small
farm in Washington county, where he located
his mother, his father having previously died.

Leaving his mother thus provided with a
comfortable homo, he embarked for England,
in the 22d year of his age. He took letteraof
introduction to our illustrious countryman,
Benjamin West, by whom most cor-
dially received. Mr. West was so well plea-
sed with his amiable qualities and his genius,
that he invited him to take up his abode in his
honse, where he remained sn inmate for sev-

eral years, After leaving Mr. West, he made
portrait painting his chief employment, .

Fulton resided two years in Devonshire, at
which place he made the acquaintance of the
renowned Duke of Bridgewater, who con-

structed the first important Canal in Great
Britain.

He also formed the acquaintance of Lord
Stanhope, celebrated for his love of the me-
chanic Arts, with whom he long correspond-
ed npon subjects to which both their Blind
had been directed.

So early as the year 1793, Fulton had tam-
ed his attention to thembjoct of steam navi-
gation.

In May,' 1794 he obtained from the British
government, n patent for a double inclined
plane, to be nsed lor transportation.

He resided eighteen month in Burning-- 1

ham, where he acquired much practical know-
ledge of the mechanic arts, which was of great
advantage to him in after life. . ,

From this period he devoted a great por-
tion oi his time to the subject of oivil engi-
neering, for which his talent for drawing gave
him great aid.

He is said to have been an elegant and ac-

curate draftsman. About this time, he pub-
lished a work upon Canals. Three subjects
appear to have occupied hit attention for the
last twenty-fiv- e years of his eventful life, vis:
Steam Navigation Canal Navigation, and
the use of Torpedoes, for coast and harbor de-

fend in time of war. .
In 1797 Fulton went to Paris, where he

waa invited br out distinguished fellow coun-
tryman, tha Poet, Joel Barlow, to take np hi
abode with him, which he accepted, aud con-
tinued to reside there during his long stay in
France.

Fulton has been censured for edesvoring to
introduce a system of warfare, ai
a violation of the lawi of War. Hi' object,
however, waa to put an end to wars, by ren-
dering the destruction of human life so cer-
tain, that nation would abandon altogether,
this inhuman practice, and turn their attention
to cultivating the Arts of Peace. ;
' Fulton wa amongst the tint who pointed
out the value and importance of connecting
the Great Lake with the Atlantic, by means
of Canal navigation. - In fact, at one period,
this subject appears to have been uppermost
ia hi mind. -

Whilst at Paris. Fulton wa desirous that
Bonaparte, then First Consul, should aid him
in carrying into ef feet his great plan of Steam
Navigation, For thi purpose, he prepared
memorial to the First Consul, setting forth the
great advantage France would derive from it,
both in peace and war. Hi memorial, he re-

quested Bouiienne, Private Secretary, to pre-le- nt

to hint. t ;

Bonr'enne, w!ib wa a classmate of Bona-
parte, at the Military School at Brinne, resi-
ded in the family of the First Consul for many
years, a hi Private Secretary; aad has sines
published, "Memoir of Napoleon." Bon--

no aid or support
hatever. Through the aid which hs received

from Chancellor Livingston, who was then
onr Minister in France, he was furnished with
means to make a contract with Bolton &
Witt, of Birmingham, for a Steam Engine,
which was built nnder Fulton's direction; and
hipped to New York. Upon Fulton's arri--
sal In New York, in 1806, he made a contract
vith Charles Brown, to build steamboat,
which was launched in the spring of 1H07; and
w fjugme trom England, was put en ooara
th in Anciutof that year.

Mr. Livingston had a jointSnterest with
Fnlton in this boat. All thin us being in read
iness, they iuvited their friends to witness her
Iirst movement-- It

may be proper here to state, that whilst
tnis boat was in progress oi cunstruckiuu, r ui-t-

was the constant subject of jeer and ridi-
cule. Frequently he heard the scoffs of
visiters at the ship-yar- who, not knowing
him, often expressed their opinions in a man-

ner not very complimentary to his understand-
ing. Ner was this surprising, when we reflet
that the grave American Philosophical Soci-

ety, at Philadelphia, enly four years previous
to Fnlton' com nl ate success, placed upon re
cord, their deliberate opinion, that no practi-

cal benefits could ever be derived from steanv
boat navigation. "

Pnltnn snvs that the day he left New York.
there were not thirty persons in the city, who
believed that the boat would ever move one
mile an honr, or ever be of the least utility.

Hut to return to our narrative.. Everything
being in readiness, the boat moved from the
wharf, and proceeded at the rate of about five
miles an hour to the no small astonishment of
the multitude, who, though they saw all their
predictions falsified, sent np shouts of

She reached Albany, a distance of
one hundred and fifty miles, in 32 hours, al
though there was a light breeze agaiusc ner,
both going and returning.

Tnetripot tnis Boat, wmcn was caiieu me
Clermont, forever put to rest the great ques
tion of steam navigation.

At the ensuing session oi tne legislature oi
New York in 1808, Fulton and Livingston got
the exclusive right to navigate the waters of
that State, by steam, extended to thirty year.

As their business increased, rivalries grew
np. ' Invasions of their rights ensued; and law
suits followed as a necessary consequence. In
addition to the boats built at wew lorn, rui.
ijmfmilt atMunhoat at Pittiibnrnh. in 1813.
This boat nlied between New Urleana and
Louisville, Kentucky. In 1814, Congress
passed a law authorising tne construction or a
floating battery, after the model of one for
which Fulton had taken out a patent.

Commissioners were appointed by thePresi.
dent to superintend her construction. The
commissioner appointed Fnlton engineer, to
carry into effect his own model. To this ob
ject he devoted his undivided attention. She
wasiauncnea in vciooer, dui sini ociuroucr
machinery was all completed, hi immortal
snirit was summoned to onit the frail tene
ment it inhabited, and to return to God who
gave it. On his way home from Trenton,
where he had been vindicating his invaded
rights, he was exposed, crossing the ice, which
brought on a serious indisposition.

. An lions abont hi steam battery, he went
out to attend to the concern before his health
would justify it, which brought on a relapse,
which brought him to a premature grave.

The Legislature of New York, which was
then in session, unanimously passed resolu-

tions expressive of their high sense of his im-

portant public service, and the heavy-
- los

which the whole nation, but more particularly
that State, had sustained by his depth, and as
a farther sribute to his memory, resolved to
wear a badge of mourning for the remainder of
the session.

A few years after ma decease, the Supreme
Court of the United States decided that the
law of the State of New York, granting to
Fullon and Livingston the excltuwt right to
navigate the waters of the State of New York,
was unconstitutional, and of coarse null and
void.

Fnlton and Livingston had constructed no-

ble and expensive boats, but aa toon as the
trade was thrown open, they were opposed bj
boat of little comparative value, so that their
nrosnects were ruined..

We omitted to state, that the Steam Battery
was completed Somemonhts after Fulton
death, and in theoninion of the Commission
ei--. would 'have answered all the purpose
which its great projector ever predicted. But
timc was cnnelnded before she was finished,
aud therewas no opportunity of testing her
merits

Shvi$ afloating fortification. Her iteam
machinery wa ia the middle, protected by
tide of timber of nine feet in thickness, com-

pletely impervious to cannon ball. Any at-

tempt to board her by an enemy, would have
been prevented by scalding water.

She made two trips to the Ocean, moving
with her whole armament on board, at tne rate
of 5J mile per honr.

A areat opposition, however, was made to
her, aitohil first steamboat, but what human
improvement ho ever been devised by man,
which has not been opposed?

We must here do Fulton the jnstieefo aay,
that he never laid claim to the original inven-

tion of steamboats. Bnt what he did claim,
wa the improvement which he made upon the
invention of others, ud having given practi-

cal effect to the whole. The important in Ven-

tura of Oliver Evan Evans, and John ritcn,
are matter of publie notoriety, and it they
had possessed the mean they probably might
have accomplished the same object.

Fnlton left a Widow and louf ehildren, one

on and three daughter.
His surviving children presented etaim

to eongre, under the following ciocumstan.

"The steamboat of the deceased father, ply
New Orleans and Louisville, in Ken-

tucky, whilst punning most profitable busi-

ness, (being the only steamboat then upon the
Mississippi.) was forcibly eed by .General
Jackson, during the war, and taken into th
publie service for the defence ef Ne Orlean.

la th public iervice she was run agronno,
and remained aground for several months, for
which no compensation ha been made. Nor
had Fulton ever received any eomponsation
for the use of his patent for the Floating Bat-- nr

kit tmniefM in tha eon struct ion of her.
riuiimu iuuiJ a ioint resolution referring

the aubject to the Secretary of the Neyy, who
made report, allowing the hem liberal


